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1. County Durham Economic Assessment (CDEA) update
The purpose of the CDEA aims to address the question: “How can County Durham be more economically competitive?”. Figure 1 summarises the process for producing the CDEA; the majority of ongoing work relates to Stages 5 and 6.
Figure 1: Steps for CDEA production
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The majority of analysis is being undertaken internally, although the following pieces of analysis have been commissioned:

· Durham University commissioned to undertake an evaluation of the County’s enterprise advocacy scheme and evidence base.

· Adroit commissioned to undertake detailed analysis of the County’s industrial sectors.

· Be Enterprising Tracking Report 2010 to provide additional countywide information on business needs.

· GVA Grimley commissioned by DCC to complete a Town Centre Needs Assessment and Employment Land Review.
· GHK and CURDS commissioned to analyse the County’s economic geography.
· An examination of home-working in the County is to be commissioned soon.
2. County Durham Monthly Economic Update

As part of the evolving County Durham Economic Assessment partners agreed that they would find value in being able to have access to a regular, dynamic local economic and market intelligence snapshot. In response a Monthly Economic Update was created and launched in October 2009. Key messages from the January 2010 update were:
· After 6 successive quarters of negative growth Office for National Statistics (ONS) estimates of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) show that the UK economy is now in recovery.

· 14,262 Job Seekers Allowance (JSA) claimants in December 2009 which is a decrease of 30 on the previous month.  From December 2007 to December 2009 there has been an increase in JSA claimants of 121%.
· The focus summarises that latest quarterly North East Chamber of Commerce Business Barometer Report which gives a generally positive picture of the region moving out of recession but highlights the fragile nature of the recovery in County Durham.
For more information or to read the Monthly Economic Bulletins please click on the County Durham Economic Update hyperlink on the County Durham Economic Partnership website: www.countydurhampartnership.co.uk/cdep
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